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The Man Who Did What He Believed • James 2:20-24

As far as Abraham was
concerned, if God said
something it was as good as
if it had happened.

There is a knock at the door and police offic-
ers storm into your home and place you under
arrest. Within hours you are charged and stand-
ing before a judge who insists that your life-or-
death trial begin immediately. The charges against
you are read. You are accused of being a Chris-
tian. You are asked how you plead to the charges.
With a strong voice you answer, “I am a Chris-
tian. I have faith in Jesus Christ as my Savior from
sin.” In a stern voice the judge replies, “Are you
ready to proceed with the trial to prove your
faith?” You answer back, “I don’t have to prove I
have faith. That’s all it takes to be a Christian—
just simple faith in Jesus Christ.” The judge smiles
and says, “I think you need a
lawyer. I’m assigning James
to represent you.”

James quickly walks for-
ward, looks you straight in
the eye and says, “You fool-
ish man, do you want evi-
dence that faith without deeds
is useless? We don’t have a
lot of time here. I have done
this many times before and I can tell you it is
usually pretty easy to prove a person is a Chris-
tian. We will just call a series of witnesses start-
ing with your family. Each one will be asked to
testify about the way you live, the things you do
and the way you treat them at home. Then we
will call your boss and coworkers, a few neigh-
bors and friends and maybe some people from
your church. If we allow each witness 30 min-
utes for testimony and cross-examination the trial
should be over by tomorrow and the verdict ren-
dered by Wednesday morning at the latest.”

How do you think your trial would turn out?
While you are thinking about it, consider another
case, one of the most famous cases in history. It
is the case of Abraham, one of the greatest fa-
thers who ever lived. In fact, he is considered to
be the physical or spiritual father of every Mus-
lim, every Jew and every Christian in the world.
The Abraham case is found in the Bible in
James 2:21-24:

Was not our ancestor Abraham con-
sidered righteous for what he did when he
offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see
that his faith and his actions were work-
ing together, and his faith was made com-
plete by what he did. And the scripture was
fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was credited to him as righ-
teousness,” and he was called God’s
friend. You see that a person is justified
by what he does and not by faith alone.

Abraham’s story began 2,000 years before the
birth of Jesus when God invited him to leave his
hometown and move west. He quickly obeyed

and started on an adventure
that took him to a new land,
a new religion and a whole
new way of life. His story
is written in Genesis 12
through 25.

The great irony is that
Father Abraham was child-
less. Infertility is not a mod-
ern problem. Abraham and

Sarah struggled with childlessness just like mil-
lions of couples today.

When Abraham and God first met Abraham
was told that he would be the father of a great
nation. Except that years went by and there were
no pregnancies and no children. And even though
God repeated the promise and the prediction many
times, it didn’t happen.

Abraham believed God anyway. It wasn’t just
because he wanted to believe or because there
were any signs of hope. He believed simply be-
cause God said so. Abraham had faith!

God’s reaction to Abraham’s faith was spec-
tacular. God pulled out Abraham’s permanent file
in heaven and wrote “RIGHTEOUS” in big red
letters across the top. Not because Abraham had
done anything good. Abraham did plenty of bad
things. But Abraham had faith!

 Some explaining is needed here. Do you
know those television law stories where the judge
and lawyers have degrees and understand all the
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terminology and case history but the jury doesn’t
understand? The judge takes some time to explain
the law to the jury in lay terms so they can make
informed decisions. So let me explain to you how
some of God’s laws work.

God is perfect—he does everything right. If
we want to be friends with God and be with him
in heaven forever we have to be like God. He
doesn’t want people who are less than perfect to
be with him and to be his friends and spend eter-
nity in heaven. That’s God’s law.

That creates a huge problem because since
the time of Adam and Eve all humans have been
sinners and are therefore disqualified. We have
lost God forever and there is nothing we can do
to catch up. When we break the law there are no
good deeds to reverse the
crimes we have commit-
ted. So we are lost from
God forever and headed
to hell.

Under the law only
God can change our per-
manent records from sin-
ners to righteous. “Righ-
teous” means that we are good and can belong to
God’s family and go to heaven. God does this
through a legal transaction. He switches our sin
to Jesus’ file and Jesus’ righteousness to our file.
God and only God can do that. And the way he
does it is in response to our faith.

Our faith looks back in history to when Jesus
died on the cross to take care of our sin problem.
When we really believe that, God makes the le-
gal change in heaven. But what about people who
lived before Jesus died on the cross? Just as we
look back and believe what God did through Jesus
Christ, so those who lived before the cross looked
forward to what God was going to do through
Jesus Christ. We have faith looking back; they
had faith looking forward.

Does this make sense to you? Actually, it
doesn’t really matter whether we understand the
law fully or not because that’s the way the law is.
It’s the law. The big point in the case of Father
Abraham was that when Abraham believed what
God said God changed his file from “sin” to “righ-
teous”. And once God changes a record, it’s per-

manent!
 For the next 30 years Abraham acted out his

faith in God. When his wife didn’t get pregnant,
he believed. When people laughed at his faith he
still believed. As far as Abraham was concerned,
if God said something it was as good as if it had
happened. If there had been a Father’s Day then
Abraham would have celebrated it big time even
though he had no children. He probably would
have decorated the nursery and signed up for a
college savings plan for his future children. In
other words, Abraham not only believed God, he
acted like he believed God.

Finally Sarah became pregnant when she was
far too old to become pregnant. She had a son
and they named him Isaac. Father Abraham was

finally a dad. He must
have been the happiest
man on earth—until
the unthinkable hap-
pened.

When a child of
any age dies it is an in-
describable tragedy for
parents. It is not only

the loss, it is the deep sense that it is out of order,
it is not the way things are meant to be. Children
are supposed to bury their parents, not parents
bury their children. It is in some ways an even
greater tragedy when the child who dies is an only
child and the pain is multiplied when the parents,
for whatever reasons, are unable to have any more
children.

All of that was true for Abraham and Sarah,
but as if that were not enough, Abraham was the
one who was going to take his own son’s life. He
was about to sacrifice his only son because God
said so. That ran counter to everything Abraham
thought was right. It was counter to the promise
God had given. It was unimaginable. It was dis-
gusting. It was horrible. And it was a test. It was
a test God gave to prove that Abraham’s faith
was real, to prove that his commitment to God
was 100 percent and to prove that God’s word
ruled Abraham’s life.

You can read the rest of this famous story for
yourself in Genesis 22. Abraham agreed to sacri-
fice his beloved son Isaac on an altar. But God

Good works, Christian behavior,
acts of mercy—none of these
make a person a Christian.
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intervened at the last minute and stopped him.
Isaac lived, but Abraham proved his faith in God
had no restrictions. He passed the test because
his faith was real.

Often the hardest tests in life are what prove
that our faith is real. The test of true faith seldom
comes with fame or fortune or good times. The
greatest tests of faith come when our disappoint-
ments are great, when health is poor, when mar-
riage is hard, when children die and when obedi-
ence to God is very, very difficult.

The Abraham Case established a clear prece-
dent: God credits faith as righteousness; real faith
always works and works prove that faith is real.
According to James 2:21-24:

Was not our ancestor Abraham considered
righteous for what he did when he offered his son
Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his
actions were working together, and his faith was
made complete by what he did. And the scripture
was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God,
and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and
he was called God’s friend. You see that a person
is justified by what the does and not by faith alone.

Abraham was not a perfect father. No one is.
He made his mistakes and his sins are no secret.
But he did some wonderful things as a dad. Num-
ber one, he taught his children how to have faith
in God. Second, he showed his children how to
live a godly life. And third, he was called “God’s
friend”. What greater gifts could any father give
to a son or a daughter than belief in God, living
what he believes and being God’s friend!

But, back to the trial. We have imagined be-
ing on trial and being charged with being a Chris-
tian. We have pleaded “Faith” and the witnesses
have been called. Questions have been asked.
Testimony has been given, our checkbooks have
been brought into evidence, our schedules, our

relationships, our behavior and choices have been
examined. It is now time for the verdict.

Before the verdict is read there is something
important to remember. Evidence in a trial does
not make a person guilty or not guilty. All the
evidence ever does is prove or disprove the
defendant’s plea. It is the truthfulness of the plea
that counts.

The same goes for being a Christian. Good
works, Christian behavior, acts of mercy—none
of these make a person a Christian. They just
prove or disprove the claim that’s been made.
Let me address a few final words to dads, al-
though they apply to us all. Like Abraham, the
most important thing you can do is to believe God.
Have faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior and
Lord. Act out your beliefs. Live Christianly. Be
the same consistent Christian wherever you are.
Your influence as a father could not be greater. It
lasts far beyond your children’s baby years. Your
influence will last for a lifetime. It will last for
generations to come.

Be like Abraham. Believe and behave. And
may the juries of heaven and earth be absolutely
convinced that the way you behave is the way
you believe—with 100 percent faith in God him-
self.
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